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Shyna Gawell
Scenic Byways Program manager
Ohio Department of Transportation
1980 W. Broad St.
Columbus, Ohio  43223-1102

Date



Dear Ms. Gawell,

As a small town in rural Ohio the merchants and residents of Utica would like to extend the GAC Byway into Licking County along Rt. 62.  Small towns and villages thrive off of visitors into rural areas and bringing awareness to our small village could enhance visitors and visitor spending along this route.  

As you are aware tourism is a 38.2 billion dollar industry in Ohio and the third largest industry in the state of Ohio.  If the northern part of Licking County is designated as the gateway to Amish Country more people will travel through our small town and most likely stop to purchase gas or food along this route.  We also offer the Ice Cream Capital of Ohio with Velvet Ice Cream being located in Utica Ohio.   

Having a designated Byway coming into our area could help us market Utica as a location of interest to travelers and an easy route to enter into Amish Country.  This small gesture could greatly help our community and drive visitor spending to our area.  This will open up new marketing angles for us to promote our home town.  Route 62 is beautiful and appealing with gently rolling hills, streams and wooded fields and is a unique corridor of rural Ohio at its best.  

Thank you for considering the extension of the Byway. We appreciate your time and attention to this matter of importance to our community.  


Respectfully,




Name 
Title
